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SUBJECT: WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORT ON DEL MONTE ACQUISITION 

1. WALL STREET JOURNAL PLANS PUBLISH MONDAY JULY 14 
CHRONICLE OF DEL MONTE'S 18 MONTH LONG EFFORTS TO OBTAIN 
GOG APPROVAL FOR PURCHASE OF UNITED BRANDS OPERATION IN 
GUATEMALA. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THRUST OF STORY IS THAT DEL MONTE RAN 
INTO BLANK WALL UNTIL IT ENGAGED SERVICES OF "SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESSMAN WITH GOOD POLITICAL CONNECTIONS WHO OFFERED TO 
BUY MINORITY INTEREST IN GUATEMALAN BANANA OPERATION." 

THIS OTHERWISE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL ACCEPTED 500,000 
DOLLARS, WHICH WAS PAID TO HIM OUTSIDE GUATEMALA, IN ORDER 
TO FACILITATE TRANSACTION. DEL MONTE OFFICIALS ARE 
QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THEY AGREED NOT TO MAKE PUBLIC NAME 
OF INDIVIDUAL CONCERNED. THEY STRESS THAT DEL MONTE PAID 

NO MONEY TO GOG OFFICIALS. 
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ROBERTO ALEJO IS QUOTED AS STATING THAT "GOVERNMENT'S 
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DECISION CAME AS A SURPRISE TO EVERYONE, INCLUDING ME." 

CARLOS YAQUIAN, REPORTEDLY COMPANY'S LAWYER, IS QUOTED AS 
STATING THAT HE MERELY PREPARED THE NORMAL LEGAL PAPERS 

AND FILED THEM. HE STATES THAT HE NEVER MET THE CON 
SULTANT. STORY MENTIONS IN PASSING THAT WHEN DEL MONTE 
FIRST BEGAN CONSIDERATION OF UNITED BRANDS ACQUISITION 
THEY MET WITH US AMBASSADOR WHO RECOMMENDED THAT THEY 
"RETAIN LOCAL ADVISERS." 

3. FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR BACKGROUND INFORMATION ONLY. INGERSOLL 
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